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Da. Nay, sir, if she should, she is not sure she should not be disappointed; ministers are but men.
Fa. No, indeed, child; nor always the best of men neither.
Da. But, sir, where there is a profession of religion, there is some likelihood of finding the truth of it; but where there is no profession, there it cannot be. Now though we are not obliged to be sure our husbands should be saints, yet I believe we ought to be satisfied that they are not atheists : there's a great deal of difference, sir, between a friend to religion, and an enemy.
Fa. Well, well; the girls of this age do not much trouble themselves about religion; they generally let it alone, till they see what religion their husbands are of.
Da. Dear father, I hope your girls are not of that sort.
Fa. My daughters are like other folks' daughters, I believe; I hope they are not worse.
Da. But, sir, if that were true, then there would still be the more reason to take care that they should marry religious husbands, else they would have no religion at all.
Fa. But how shall you know it ? Da. We must endeavour to be satisfied as well as we can; if we are deceived, it may be our unhappi-ness, but will not be our fault; but if we neglect the caution, it may be a double misery, by its being our sorrow, and our sin too.
Fa. Well, child, I hope this gentleman will please your sister as well as he does me, and I would not have her stand in her own light: if he is not so religious now, it may come afterwards: the man is a sober, well-bred, ingenuous gentleman.
Da. I can say nothing to it, sir, unless I knew4